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Bertrand Russell

Philosopher and logician

In a 1959 interview with BBC, Bertrand Russell (1872-1970), one of the
greatest thinkers, was asked to outline the advice he would give to future

generations, and his answer is extremely timely for ours:

“I should like to say two things, one intellectual and one
moral. The intellectual thing I should want to say to them is
this: When you are studying any matter or considering any
philosophy, ask yourself only what are the facts and what is
the truth that the facts bear out. Never let yourself be
diverted either by what you wish to believe, or by what you
think would have beneficent social effects if it were believed.
But look only, and solely, at what are the facts.

The moral thing I should wish to say to them is very simple. I
should say love is wise, hatred is foolish. In this world, which
is getting more and more interconnected, we have to learn to
tolerate each other, we have to learn to put up with the fact
that some people say things that we don’t like. We can only
live together in that way. And if we are to live together and
not die together, we should learn the kind of tolerance which
is absolutely vital to the continuation of human life onl this

planet”

Source: Annunziato, M. (2020), Truth & Tolerance: Bertrand
modern world, The Daily Campus, October 13. (Russell was 86 y
the interview.)
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(The English version of this writeup was published as an Editorial in the first edition of Mindora)
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When Purpose Found A Path

Dr. Verghese Kurien
Milkman of India

“As I have often said later, I was thrown into this little dusty town in Gujarat and into the
lives of the dairy farmers of Kaira district by what I consider to be a sheer accident of
fate — what turned out to be a strange pre-planned act of destiny. I had always imagined
that I was cut out for ‘bigger and better things’ — for a glamorous, fast-paced life in a big
city, a job with a prestigious firm and the pleasures of the luxurious lifestyle that go with
it. Anand did not figure anywhere in my scheme of things. But I had to honour the
contract with the Government of India which had enabled my higher studies in the US
and therefore, here [ was in Anand, a fish out of water.”

“Working with Tribhuvandas and Kaira’s dairy farmers, I saw that when you work
merely for your own profit, the pleasure is transitory; but if you work for others, there is
a deeper sense of fulfilment and if things are handled well, the money, too, is more than
adequate.”

“I was convinced that the biggest power in India is the power of its people — the power of
millions of farmers and their families. What if we mobilised them, if we combined this
farmer power with professional management? What could they not achieve? What could
India not become?”

Source - Verghese Kurien (2005), I Too had a Dream, Roli Books Private Limited.



REFLECTIONS
FROM THE

EDITORS' PENS

This one-and-a-half-month journey with PeFSSED (People's Foundation
for Scientific Socio-Economic Development), an NGO working in Anand
district of Gujarat, to promote libraries, changed us in a way we never
expected. What started as an academic requirement slowly became a part
of our hearts. Working with the NGO, conducting activities, organising
events, and being part of rural life taught us what real learning looks like.
Regular school visits, talking with children, listening to Principals,
teachers, parents, and other stakeholders, helped us understand the village
beyond books and reports.

Interacting with children was the most joyful part. Their curiosity, smiles
and honesty gave meaning to every effort. Creating the children’s
magazine was very special for us. Planning ideas, writing stories,
designing pages and encouraging children to share poems, drawings and
thoughts made the magazine feel alive. It was not just a publication, but a
voice of the children of Solapura and Ajarpura.

There were challenges, limited resources, time pressure and responsibility
but teamwork and support helped us grow. This journey taught us
empathy, leadership, patience and the joy of learning together. We leave
with gratitude, memories and hope to keep serving communities with the

same warmth and sincerity.

Bishmita Kiran Simran Kumari
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MANISH KUMAR B PATEL
Principal,

Sarvoday Vinay Mandir High School,Ajarpura

Community library in a rural area is a big boon. It is like an oasis. It
provides a source of knowledge for people of all ages, community, and
backgrounds.

Books provide us the windows to view different worlds, know about
them, and set the directions of our life journeys. Our library at Ajarpura
is serving the community in providing the space to learn without any
inhibitions.

A community library can aid in formal education, skill development,
and employability. It also acts an institution fostering social cohesion
and camaraderie among the villagers.

I congratulate Bishmita and Simran for putting their efforts in bringing
out this edition of Mindora. I am sure this will inspire children to build
creative purpose of their lives.
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Patel Alpesh Kumar Vitthal Bhai
Teacher, Sarvoday Vinay Mandir
High School, Ajarpura.
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Name: Dristi Rakesh Bhai Sharma
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School: Hiraba Prathmik Kanya Shala, Ajapura
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® Match the capital cities to *

their countries.
@’ Canberra >

@5 Vienna

4 \
& Q )) Thalland
(ET

Austria

Cuba

‘im Egypt >
0 ) Australla_}

. Find the answers at the end of the magazine.
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wHICH OF THESE VEGETABLES
OR FRUITS DID THE wOMAN BUY?
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@& Name: Sandip N.Gohel
7" Standard: 8th
mh School: Prathmik Shala,Solapura
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Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel was an Indian politician who played an important role in
India’s struggle for independence. He was referred to as the “Iron Man of India”
due to his ability to bring together people from different communities and his
determined approach to law and order. He was instrumental in the unification of
India’s many princely states into the modern nation-state.

Born on October 31, 1875, in Gujarat, Patel was one of the most prominent leaders
of the Indian National Congress. Patel also persuaded India’s Hindu and Muslim
leaders to cooperate to maintain unity in India. It was due to his efforts that India
remained united and achieved independence in 1947. He served briefly as the first
Deputy Prime Minister of India, and he served as the first Home Minister of India
until his death in December 1950.

Patel was a respected leader who championed the rights of minorities in India. He
was a staunch advocate of communal harmony and had a strong record of protecting
the rights of women, Dalits, and tribals.

He worked to bring about land reforms in India to improve the lot of the rural poor.
He believed in India’s unique composite culture that was a blend of religious,
linguistic, and ethnic diversity. He was deeply troubled by the carnage of Partition
and worked hard to prevent it by initiating and mediating reconciliation between
religious factions.

When Patel died, his bank balance was only Rs 260/-, showing his simplicity,
honesty, and dedication to the nation. A courageous and determined leader, Patel is
widely remembered for his efforts to bring about unity and stability in India.

" Name: Patel Khyati Bhavesh Kumar
%% | Standard: 12th
+ © " School: Sarvodaya Vinay Mandir High

o . School,Ajarpura
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Name: Sanjana Gohel

tandard: Graduation
= College: N.S. Patel Arts College
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A I Standard: 10th

E }@ . ‘Name: Pratigna Jitendra Sinh Gohel
NSy

School: Kasturba Kanya Vidyalaya
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PM RASHTRIYA
BAL PURASKAR WINNERS

01 . Vyoma Priya

(Posthumous), Tamil Nadu

11-year-old Kamlesh gave up
his life in an instinctive attempt
to rescue another child from
drowning.

03 Muhammed Sidan P
. Kerala

9-year-old, Ajay showed
remarkable fearlessness by
saving his father from a

crocodile attack near village river.

0 5 Esther Lalduhawmi
. Hnamte, Mizoram

16-year-old Suman is a gifted
tabla prodigy whose exceptional
talent has earned him admiration
and accolades on the global stage

Pooja
07 - Uttar Pradesh

7-year-old Vaka is a young chess

prodigy who stunned the world by Vaka Lakshmi Pragnika

becoming Under-7 World
Champion with a flawless 9/9
score.

S,

9-year-old Vyoma Priya lost her
young life while selflessly trying
to save a six-year-old child
during an electrical accident.

Kamlesh Kumar 0 2
(Posthumous),Bihar )

11-year-old Muhammed Sidan acted

without fear to save two of his

friends from electrocution, putting

their lives above his own safety.

Ajay Raj
Uttar Pradesh 04'

9-year-old Esther touched millions
across the country with her heartfelt
renditions of patriotic songs, inspiring
national pride through her young voice.

Suman Sarkar 0 6

West Bengal

17-year-old Pooja, driven by concern

for her surroundings, created an
innovative machine to reduce

agricultural dust and air pollution.

Gujarat

17
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Shvan Singh
Punjab

09.

17-year-old Vansh chose compassion
over comfort and dedicated himself to
the rehabilitation of children,
including those with special needs.

Arnav Anupriya
Maharshi, Maharashtra

1.

17-year-old Shivani is a determined
divyang para-athlete who has brought
pride to the nation through her
achievements in shot put and javelin.

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
Bihar

13.

Rising from a naxal-affected region,

14-year-old Yogita overcame immense

challenges to become a national-level
Khelo India judoka.

Jyoti
Haryana

15.

14-year-old Anushka is one of only

five girls from Jharkhand selected for
the Indian Under-17 Women’s Football

Team, known for her consistent goal-

scoring ability.

10-year-old Shvan displayed rare
courage by bravely supplying water, tea
and food to soldiers during Operation
Sindoor near the India-Pakistan border.

Vansh Tayal
Chandigarh

10.

17-year-old Arnav is a young divyang
innovator who turned personal challenges
into purpose by developing an Al-based
rehabilitation tool for hand paralysis.

Shivani Hosuru Uppara
Andhra Pradesh

12.

14-year-old Vaibhav is a cricket sensation
whose record breaking performances have

made him the youngest IPL player and
fastest Indian centurion in the league.

Yogita Mandavi
Chhattisgarh

14.

17-year-old Jyoti is an inspiring
international para-athlete whose
medal-winning performances reflect
resilience, strength and determination.

Anushka Kumari
Jharkhand

16.
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15-year-old Dhinidhi is a promising
17 Dhinidhi Desinghu swimmer who has made India proud
* Karnataka and became one of the youngest Indians
to compete at the Paris 2024 Olympics.

16-year-old Jyoshna is a powertul

young weightlifter who set a Youth Jyoshna Sabar 18
Asian record and continues to bring Odisha *
international medals home for India.

16-year-old Vishwanath is a fearless
19 Vishwanat.h Karthikey ' ountaineer who conquered the world’s
° Padakanti, Telangana highest peaks, becoming the youngest to
complete the Seven Summits Challenge

Inspired by sustainability, 14-year-old
Aishi promotes eco-friendly practices Aishi Prisha Borah 20
such as natural farming and innovative Assam )

mulching techniques.

President of India,Smt Droupadi Murmu with Pradhan Mantri
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 2025

Source: The Hindu, “Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar Awards 2025 — full list,”
accessed from thehindu.com on January 8, 2026.
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Name: Vasava Tushar Hasmukhbhai
Standard: Graduate Student
College: Shri Bhikhabhai Patel Arts
College (NSS CAMP)
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- Name:Vhora Akshya Asif Bhai
Standard: 9th

, School: Sarvodaya Vinay Mandir
. High School, Ajarpura

Mﬁt Theme: Dream Library

TUNSIS CHWRBIY iy,

Name: Jainik Tushar Sadhu
Standard: 5th

School: Primary Boys School, Ajarpura
Theme: My Village

et
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Standard: 9th

48 Theme: My Village

Standard: 9th

high school, Ajarpura
Theme: Dream Library

Name: Jairaj Kamleshbhai Sadhu

High School, Ajarpura

Name: Bhoi Pallakben Vijayabhai

School: Sarvodaya Vinay mandir
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&  Name: Riyal
' Standard: 8th
49 School: Prathmik Kanya Shala,Ajarpura

Name: Shubh Ankit
/ \ Standard: 8th
\ .

/. School: Primary Boys School, Ajarpura

Name: Rishi Mehulbhai Patel
"V Standard: 8th
J School: Primary Boys School, Ajarpura
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« Find the answers at the end of the magazine.
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Name: Drashti Rakeshbhai Rohit
Standard: 8th
School: Prathmik Kanya Shala,Ajarpura
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T Name: Jhala ) aideepsinh Vishnusinh
~ Standard: 11th
_ School: Sarvoday Vinay Mandir, Ajarpura
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Let's do this !!
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« Find the answers at the end of the magazine.
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I Have A Dream

Let us not wallow in the 1 of despair, I say to you today, my __ 2_ .

So even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow
[still havea 3
It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream

I have a dream that one day this __4__ will rise up and live
out the true meaning of its creed
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 5

I have a dream that one day on the _ 6__ of Georgia
the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be
able to sit down together at the table of __7_

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi
sweltering with the heat of __8__, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be
transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice

I have a dream that my four little _ 9 will one day live
in a nation where they will not be judged by the _ 10__ of their skin

but by the content of their character
I have a dream today!

I have a dream that one day down in Alabama
with its vicious racists.. little black boys and black girls will be
able to join __11__ with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers

I have a dream today!

(This is an excerpt from Martin Luther King Jr.’s famous speech "I Have a Dream',
which he delivered during the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom on August
28, 1963. Martin Luther King was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 at the age of
35. He was assassinated on April 04, 1968, at the age of 39, during his continuous
campaigns for freedom and rights for the poor and the exploited.)




)

a e

From O to 1000, the only number that contains the letter ‘a’ when written in

S words is ‘one thousand.

Zero is not represented in Roman numerals.

The number 2520 is the smallest number that can be divided by all numbers
from 1 to 10.

A triangle is the strongest shape used in bridges. o -
L8 '
¥e ¥

A circle has no sides, yet it is one of the most perfect shapes.

A cloud can as heavy as a million pounds.

Buttertlies taste with their feet.

A snail can sleep for 3 years.

A rainbow is a full circle, we see only half.

An Octopus has three hearts.
\
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Think of any number (1-10)

Multiply it by two
Add eight

Divide by two

Subtract the number you first thought

Answer will always be 4! w THE COOL mary
i i

Think of any number

Double it

Add 10
Halve it

Subtract it with the number you
thought in step one.

THE 1089 MAGIc Answer = 5

Think of any three-digit number (digits
should be different)
Reverse it O
Subtract the smaller from the bigger number *)
Reverse the answer and add A p

| | )

You will get 1089 every time! (
%

Looks like magic? but it’s pure maths! Find the logic behind it and send your
answer to the library: library.mindora@ gmail.com
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Library Awareness Activities in N4
Schools = \
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Library Awareness Program

in Prathmik Shala,Solapura

Quiz competition in
Prathmik Shala,Solapura

Reading Session in

Prathmik Shala,Solapura
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Art & craft competition

NSS Camp Activity Story Reading activity

39



Prize distribution
in the library .

Interaction
session

Poster Making Essay writing
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The map was made by Solapura village children
using rangoli colours.

Poem reciting session at
Prathmik Shala,Solapura
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1. Gujarat Police / Constable (GPRB)

Subjects: General Knowledge, Reasoning, Current Affairs, Maths, Indian
Constitution, Geography, History.

Preferred Publications: Yuva Upnishad, Nanded, World Inbox, Angel Academy.

2. Gujarat Talati Exam (GSSSB)

Subjects: GK (Talati/Assistant level), Gujarati & English Grammar, Maths,

Reasoning, History, Culture, Geography.

Preferred Publications: Yuva, Angel, Lakshyam Academy, Liberty,LLab Sankul

3. GSRTC EXAM
(Driver, Mechanic, Clerk, Helper)

Subjects: GK, Gujarati, English, Maths, Science, Current Affairs, Indian

Constitution.

Preferred Publications: Akshar, Kumar Prakashan, Yuva Upnishad.

4. Gujarat SSC GD
Subjects: Reasoning, Maths, GK, Gujarati, English Grammar, Current Affairs.

Preferred Publications: Arihant, Lucent, Disha, Dr. R.S. Aggarwal.

5. Railway Exams (RRB / RRC - Group D)

Subjects: General Science, GK, Current Affairs, Maths, Reasoning, Gujarati,

Computer.

Preferred Publications: Liberty, Kumar Prakashan, Arihant.
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6. Railway Police (RPF / RPSF Constable) —_—

Subjects: GK, Gujarati, Quantitative Aptitude, Reasoning.
Preferred Publication: Angel, Yuva Upnishad.

7. NDDB Examination

Subjects: Dairy Development, Animal Breeding & Nutrition, Cooperative
Management, Quality Control, General Aptitude.

Sources: Sidel, JET Exam Materials.

8. Gujarat Government Teacher Exams (TET / TAT)

Subjects: GK, Gujarati & English Language, Child Development & Pedagogy,
Maths, Science.

Preferred Publications: Liberty, Yuva, Akshar, Web Sankul.

9. Banking Exams — IBPS / SBI

Subjects: Reasoning, Quantitative Aptitude, English, Computer Knowledge, GK.
Preferred Publications: Kumar Publications, Web Sankul.

10. GPSC (Gujarat Public Service Commission)

Subjects: Indian Constitution, Civil Procedure Code, English, GK, General
Reasoning.

Preferred Publications: Liberty, World Inbox, C. Jamnadas.

e |/ /
~ (
~— —
“The information was collected through interactions with youth from the %é )
D BN

village who are preparing for competitive examinations.”

L
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World Peace: Why It Matters More Than Ever

GLOBAL Annual World

PRIORITIES Military OVERSPENDING

Expenditures
$ 800 BILLION ON,‘E’ E;;\,EgNS

Provide Clean, Safe Energy $50 BILLION —}‘ @ ’

W <— 530 BILLION Retire Developing Nations' Debt
Prevent Soil Erosion $24 BILLION —> W - F
W <— 521 BILLION Provide Health Care and AIDS Control

Provide Shelter $21BILLIoN — > & A& W

” . <—— S19BILLION Eliminate Starvation and Mainutriti
Stabilize Population $10.5BILLION ——— > & & 5 iminate Starvation and Mainutrition

W <— S10 BILLION Provide Clean, Safe Water

A Ral —_— =
Prevent Acid Rain S8 BILLION W <——— $3BILLION Prevent Global Warming

imi » W« W
Eimm::e N(t)lclearn’e‘i eTE:nS SS’; E:tt:g:j >y - <« ST BILLION Stop Deforestation
Up. Z.D - p - }E*— 55 BILLION Refugee Relief
Eliminate llliteracy S5 BILLION w7 < $2 BILLION Build Democracy
Remove Landmines $2 BILLION >

The above figure is a disarmament exhibit
from the year 2000 by the United Nations
agency responsible for removing
landmines, highlighting the misplaced
priorities of our world. In the last 25 years,
the world’s annual military expenditure has
more than tripled to a whopping 2700
billion USD (Stockholm International Peace
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Match the followings
(pg-10)

1-1, 2-F, 3-J, 4-C, 5-A, 6-E,
7-J, 8-D, 9-L, 10-H, 11-B,
12-G
Guuli(pg-24)
1S, 2,831, 3.v:ell,
4.518), 5.¢91

Star Puzzle(pg-28)
Numbers follow a pattern
going around the star:
Each next number =
(previous x 2) + 1
So:

05 x2+1=191
Answer = 191

Shape Math Puzzle(pg-31)
Circle + Circle = 10 — Circle

=5

Circle x Square + Square = 12

— Square = 2

Circle x Square — Triangle x
ircle = Circle — Triangle = 1

Triangle Puzzle(pg-28)
Rule = sum of the three
outside numbers — center
number

4+6+12=22

8+ 11 +3=22

So,7+5+13=25
Answer = 25

Count the number of
Squares(pg-29)
Total squares in the figure: 30

Count the number of
triangles(pg-30)
Top figure: 32 triangles
Bottom figure: 18 triangles

Number Pattern
Puzzle(pg-31)
2+ 7=27 — 9*%3=27
4 +4=24 — 8*3=24
5+ 9=42 — 14*3=42
Therefore:
6+0=18

Fill in the blanks (pg-33)
1.Valley, 2. friends,3.dream,4. nation,

5. equal, 6. red hills, 7.brotherhood, 8.injustice,
9. children, 10. colour, 11. hands




Children who are interested in writing articles, poems,
stories, experiences, and essays can send their write-ups
to the below e-mail.

Mail ID: library.mindora@gmail.com

Children are requested to send the write-ups in a word
document or can even send a picture of the write-ups
with the approval of the respective class teacher.

The write-ups should not be copied from any source. If
any write-up has been copied and submitted as own
writing, then that student will be barred from
contributing to further editions of Mindora.

Children can write in any language as there is no
language barrier. .e,.
Children can send their drawings to the given mail id"
along with the approval of the class teacher. //

7
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Picture Source: Dan Amolo (2020), Peter Picture Source: Moagi Boyce Moeti
Bachmann Foundation (2023)
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The enly thing yew absslutely bhave to brsw, is the location of the lbrary

— Albert & .

Verghese Kurien Community Library
Infront of Sub Post Office, Ajarpura, Anand District, Gujarat




